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Environmental issues raised at Council meetings and in The Informer 
 
Comments and questions at Council meetings are taken from Carol Foster’s Council meeting reports in The Informer and 
videos and minutes of meetings available on the Town website: https://montreal-west.ca/en/our-town/town-council/public-
meetings/    
 

Topics: 

Compost box knocked over by raccoons. 
Composting tips. . 
Dog attacks. 
Electrical charging stations. 
Fireplaces & wood-burning stoves. 
Fossil fuel heating. 
Lead in water pipes. 
Salt on roads. 
Trees – Cutting down   
Trees -- Invasive Norway maples.  
Trees -- Norway maple damages car. 
Tree planting program – choice of trees  
Tree planting program – see Council Reports menu item. 
Water filter rebate program. 
Wild Animals – removal. 
Wild animals – injured/dead. 
Recycling  -- where does it really go!! 
 
Compost box knocked over. From the Montreal West Residents Facebook page, September 13, 2024. A resident asked 
for some advice to prevent raccoons and squirrels getting into her brown compost box and received the following: 
1.  Freeze compost bags and put out Monday night, or Tuesday morning. 
2.   Keep in garage or shed. 
3.   Bungee cord (available at dollar store) on lid. 
4.   Spray Javex inside bin and clean outside with Javex. 
5.   If your bin is damaged, the Town will replace the latch or top or entire bin. 
6.   A heavy-ish rock. Pave Uni. 
 
Dog attacks.  
Councillor Small-Pennefather reported a dog attack that happened in Montreal West. She warned that there is a 
provincial regulation that has been in place for almost three years obliging doctors and veterinarians to report such 
incidents, that goes beyond municipal regulations. The law goes as far as euthanizing a dog if it has harmed a person or 
another animal. (September, 2023 Informer – June 2023, Council meeting) 
 

Electrical charging stations.  
A resident suggested that more electrical charging stations be added around the Town. Councillor Ulin replied that there 
are no plans to add more charging stations in the Town presently, but some will be included in the new recreation center. 
(November, 2022, Informer – September, 2022, Council meeting) 
 

Fireplaces & wood-burning stoves.  
The Environment Action Committee is working on a variety of projects including a review of woodburning regulations, 
better waste management policies and the potential for bike routes within the territory. (November, 2023, Informer – 
September, 2023, Council meeting)  
 

Several residents were concerned about a possible ban on wood-burning fireplaces. They were reassured by both the 
mayor and Councillor Ulin that what is to be examined is the placing of certain restrictions on the use of these fireplaces 
rather than a total ban. (May, 2022, Informer – March, 2022, Council meeting)  
 

A resident queried why Town is considering a ban on wood-burning fireplaces when they are attractive, contribute a 
minimal amount of air pollution and are needed in the event of power outages? Instituting a ban is under discussion 
because, while fireplaces are attractive and useful, they also contribute to urban smog which is not good for the 
environment and can also cause health problems for those with respiratory issues was Councillor Torres’ reply. Both the 
pros and cons will be considered in the wording of the final bylaw. (April, 2022, Informer – February, 2022, Council 
meeting) 
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Fossil fuel heating ban.  
Mayor Masella assured one questioner that, unlike new regulations being introduced in Montreal regarding the type of 
heating to be used in all buildings, the Town has not even started discussing this issue. (December, 2023, Informer -- 
October, 2023, Council meeting)  
 

… the Town is going to start looking into this situation in order to be in sync with governmental mandates when they are 
released. The mayor expects a phased-in approach with plenty of notice given in advance. (September, 2022, Informer – 
June, 2022, Council meeting) 
 
Lead in water pipes. (Also see Water filter rebate program below) 
A resident discussed the issue of lead water pipes. He wondered what proportion of them are safe. Mayor Masella said 
the Town knows 70% are. The resident asked if that means 30% are not, but the Mayor answered it only means we do not 
know for them. Also, this is only about public pipes; the Town does not know the state of plumbing on the private side. The 
resident noted that Côte Saint-Luc was criticized for not sharing reports. The Mayor said the reports for Montreal West are 
up-to-date, the last one dating back to January 2019. The testing is done at selected addresses by the City of Montreal, 
upon suggestions from Montreal West. The resident asked if these reports [were made public?] and the Mayor said he 
assumed they are but would follow up.  [There was a gap in the official minutes. My assumption was: “were made public”.] 
December 16, 2019 Council meeting. From the Town’s minutes. 
 

The January 2020 Informer reported this question and answer as: “He (the Mayor) was also asked about the reports in 
the news about amounts of lead being measured in drinking water. The Mayor responded that 70% of the water service 
lines on the public side are lead-free and the Town is continuing to replace lead pipes in all future infrastructure work. 
Water tests are continually shared with the province and residents are kept up to date with detailed information by the e-
bulletins and on the Town’s website.” 
 

Also check the Town website: https://montreal-west.ca/en/resident-services/public-works/lead-in-drinking-water/ 
And the following PDF has a couple of extra points: Lead in drinking pipes  
Back to the top 
 

Salt on roads and sidewalks. 
August, 2024 Council meeting (1:28:54)  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b7AoOo8rKOc&t=4647s 
A resident asked “Has Councillor Ulin found a solution to the dilemma of using salt on the roads to the great detriment of 
the St Lawrence river, local gardens, and also pavement? If not, please consult the Concordia Engineering Department. 
Councillor Ulin: We have not yet found a solution, and it needs to be taken seriously. If you have information about 
Concordia, maybe you can send me an email. 
 
A resident noted that salting of roads and sidewalks seems to be overabundant and in some areas there are large 
accumulations of salt. This makes it difficult for dog walking and also has consequences for plantings and landscaping. 
Asked if there is a reason for such heavy salting and if there are more ecological alternatives. November, 2020 Council 
meeting. From the Town’s minutes. 
 

Trees – Cutting down  (From the Trees – Invasive Norway maples reference below)  
Councillor Torres stated that our bylaws state that we cannot cut trees unless they’re diseased or decayed or pose 
a safety issue. She advised cutting the saplings when they are 10 cm or less. She will write an article about it in the 
beginning of the fall (in the Council Communique section of The Informer).  
 

Trees -- Invasive Norway maples.  
June, 2024 Council meeting  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZmCXFu_m44 
A resident asked (video 17:19) if council considering allowing homeowners who are struggling with invasive Norway 
maples on their properties to be able to remove the trees. Homes backing into the ravine have seen an exponential growth 
of Norway maples that is destroying the ecosystem. Toronto has an organization responsible for the preservation of the 
ecosystem of their ravines and the Norway maple is identified as an invasive species that homeowners are expected to 
remove. Councillor Torres replied (18:00) that she will read the Toronto article that was provided and will do some 
research to find what other towns are doing, But, at the moment our bylaws state that we cannot cut trees unless they’re 
diseased or decayed or pose a safety issue. She advised cutting the saplings when they are 10 cm or less. She will write 
an article about it in the beginning of the fall (in the Council Communique section of The Informer).  
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Trees -- Norway maple damages car. 
August, 2024 Council meeting:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b7AoOo8rKOc&t=4647s 
A resident described (video 1:15:55) how a fallen branch from a not particularly healthy Norway maple did $12K of damage 
to her car depreciating it by $5K (according to Spinelli) and increased her insurance by $500. Councillor Ulin replied that 
the tree was inspected in January and was in good health and stable. Hence no reason to remove at that time. The Town 
only removes trees if they’re sick or dangerous. Public works will inspect. [The photos below suggest that the tree is 
not doing well, and that there’s another dead branch which will surely fall.]  [Editor’s note: Can blocking sunlight be added 
to the list? Some yards are over-run with Norway maples.]  
 

Tree planting program -- choice of trees  
April, 2024 Council meeting https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BjGhSVanBUk 
A resident asked (video 50:11) that “with the increase in extreme weather and branches falling on distribution lines I 
question why the city proposes trees in its tree planting program that are not recommended by Hydro Quebec. Why incur 
extra costs for vegetation management and outage management when this can be avoided?” Councillor Ulin (50:44) 
replied that the Town does use the Hydro-Quebec guidelines for where the tree is positioned and how far from the [power] 
lines. We take their suggestions where possible but also need a very diversified tree canopy. We can’t always be using the 
same 15 to 20 trees. We will on occasion choose trees not on the HQ list that meet other specifications. 
Back to the top 
 

Water filter rebate program. From the Town’s website: 
 https://montreal-west.ca/en/resident-services/administrative-services/water-filter-rebate-program/ 
 

Wild Animals – removal.  
The following was posted on the Town Facebook page around May 7, 2024: As spring emerges, so does an increase in 
wildlife activity. The law stipulates that the Town cannot remove wild animals (from) your property. However, for advice on 
how to prevent wild animals from settling in, what to do when they become a nuisance, and what to do if you care for their 
wellbeing, visit the SPCA de Montreal website: https://www.spca.com/en 
 

Wild animals – injured/dead.  
June, 2024 Council meeting (video 2:48) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZmCXFu_m44 
A resident had an injured bat on their property which later died. She followed the Town website advice to phone the SPCA 
but was told that the Town does not have a contract with the SPCA. The Town clerk replied that the Town is being 
invoiced by the SPCA. The Town will investigate the contract. (The resident informed that Skedaddle Humane Wildlife 
Control charges $400 to remove a dead bat.) 
 

Where does our recycling go? The oft-asked question about where the recycled material picked up in the Town actually 
goes. The mayor replied that the recycling trucks are often mistaken for garbage trucks, but they serve two separate 
functions. The Town’s contract with the recycling company states that the items picked up by them go to a recycling plant. 
(November, 2021, Informer – August, 2021, Council meeting)   
Back to the top 
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September 2024 Informer article page 20 
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September 2024 Informer article 
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September, 2023 Informer.  Council Communique 
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September, 2023 Informer.  Council Communique 
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Tips from a dedicated composter.   From the October, 2024 Informer page 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


